
Almost everyone can agree that parenthood is one of the most challenging, if not the most 
challenging, jobs in the world. Now imagine facing it as a high school student who hasn’t 
yet graduated nor started a career. This was the circumstance 
for Yvette Mitchell in 2005. This was also the year that she 
found Jack & Jill Children’s Center.
Her journey with us started 6 months after her son, Devan, 
was born. At that point she was a single mom in high school 
wondering how she was going to get her degree, work to 
support her family and raise her child.
Through our scholarship program, Devan was accepted into 
Jack & Jill enabling Yvette to graduate from school and start 
a new job working for the City of Fort Lauderdale.
Three years later, Yvette gave birth to a second beautiful 
baby boy, Cliff III, which motivated her to achieve her 
goals and provide for her growing family even more. With 
both boys attending Jack & Jill she was able to go back to 

school, graduating 
the following year as 
a Licensed Practical 
Nurse and marry her 
loving husband, Cliff, in 2012. She didn’t stop there. 
Two years later she decided to go back to school 
again to receive her Registered Nursing Degree 
and graduated this year! Even more exciting news, 
not only did she and her husband fulfill their dream 
of owning a home this past April, but also on 
September 30th , Yvette gave birth to their third 
child and we are thrilled to report that Mom and 
baby Jayvion are happy and healthy.
This year, Devan is in the 6th grade and is an honor 
roll student. Cliff III, is in the 3rd grade and testing 

at a 4th grade level, and her daughter, 3 year old Ariel, loves to learn and play with her 
friends as a student at Jack & Jill. “I have a wonderful relationship with my children’s 
teachers, and I am very grateful for the love and support that my family and I have received 
at Jack & Jill.”
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Yvette’s Family at her Nursing School Graduation

Devan, Yvette, Cliff III, Ariel
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At Jack & Jill Children’s Center, we 
support and stabilize our families to 
strengthen the future for them and 
their children (see page 1). Working 
together is crucial to the development 
of the child and offering programs to 
strengthen the family foundation is a 
big part of our mission. 

As a school, our main focus is the 
well-being and future of our students and partnering 
with our parents to ensure the best school readiness outcomes 
for our children. Recently re-accredited by the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC, see page 5), our teachers strive to 
provide the highest quality of care and education. 

“This is a huge undertaking that took support from our families, staff, and 
the community.  We are honored to be one of the few centers in Broward 
County with this accreditation,” says Keith Arnold, Board President. High 
quality early education changes the course of a child’s future in school and 
in life. “Investing in children now is an investment in all of our futures,” says 
Heather Siskind, Executive Director. 

We expanded by adding a new kindergarten classroom with eighteen of our 
students who graduated from the preschool program. Through the support 
of our corporate partners, foundations, and the community we were able to 
provide them with the latest technology in a hands-on learning environment. 

Thank you for believing not only in Jack & Jill’s mission, but also in the 
people, families, and children that make us who we are. As our organization 
grows, your continuous support means everything and we are so grateful to 
have you on our side. Our future is bright with plans to provide enhanced 
services for our children and families, breaking the cycle of poverty one step 
at a time. 
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See What’s New

Charity Navigator 4-Star Rating
For the first time Charity Navigator awarded Jack & Jill 
Children’s Center the coveted 4-star rating for demonstrating 
strong financial health and commitment to accountability and 
transparency. This is the highest possible rating that verifies 
the Center exceeds industry standards and outperforms most 
charities in our area of work. This exceptional designation from 
Charity Navigator sets Jack & Jill Children’s Center apart from 
its peers and demonstrates to the public its trustworthiness.  
Approximately only a quarter of rated charities have achieved this 
distinction! We are honored and proud of this new designation.

Wow- 2016 has been a very exciting year for Jack & Jill Children’s Center.  As one of the oldest 
non-profit organizations in Fort Lauderdale, Jack & Jill continues to expand and meet the needs of 
the families and children we serve in the community.  We have many people to thank for supporting us.  
With this growth has come the ability to offer additional and enhanced services at the Center. 

We are honored to have received Bank of America’s 
Neighborhood Builders award. Neighborhood Builders provides 
grants and leadership development to nonprofits, and helps them 
build a stronger presence in their communities. This investment 
builds on their philanthropic 
commitment to help address 
community development, basic 
human services, workforce 
development and education. 

This grant enabled us to 
purchase two 15-passenger 
vans, completely changing the 

game in what we can do for our children. Now we have the opportunity to 
plan more educational field trips and we are able to provide transportation 
to our afterschool program picking children up from their home schools. 

We opened our new Kindergarten program this fall and we are thrilled to 
have our former VPK students continue their education with us. Currently 
there are 18 children enrolled being led by our certified lead teacher and 
assistant teacher.  Using the latest technology partnered with a hands-on approach to learning, our students 
receive the highest quality education and care.   

Moving forward, we hope to expand the programs we offer even further as we continue working towards our 
mission. Thank you for your support and for believing in Jack & Jill Children’s Center. 

Thank you Bank of America!

First ride in our new vans.

Adopt a Jack & Jill Family this Thanksgiving
To select your family and learn more about basket information, contact 
Megan Maier (954) 463-8772 x 255 or mmaier@jackandjillcenter.org.

All baskets must be delivered to Jack & Jill Children’s Center by 
November 18th. 

1315 West Broward Blvd. Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312



4

Message from the Friend’s 
Board President:

Friend’s 
Board of Directors
2016-2017 Officers
Patty Hawk
President
Pat Damoorigan
President-Elect
Emma Pfister
Treasurer
Sue Wagner
Secretary
Kate Murphy Voltz
V.P. Membership
Liz Caldwell
V.P. Fund Development
Pam Wiggins
V.P. Volunteers
Directors
Sally Beach
Kristin Bianculli
Allison Brown
Cindy Cast
Kim Curry
Laura Depenbrock
Debra Desiderio
Amanda Doering
Francis Duhe
Tracy Dunn
Nancy Edison
Kim Flynn
Kathryn Glenewinkel
Madeline Halmos
Marie Hansen
Anne Hilmer
Paige Hyatt
Maria Meyer
Kate Newton
Kathleen Newton
Sue O’Malley
Marisa Olive
Megan Patena
Nancy Peterson
Megan Quinn
Jenny Riley
Barbara Ryan
Deanna Savaglio
Jane Smith
Sheri Whittington
Tricia Willenborg

16th Annual  
Power Lunch

On Thursday, September 29th, over 250 people 
were in attendance at the 16th Annual Power 
Lunch hosted by the Friends of Jack & Jill.  
This year’s event honored three very special 
individuals/organizations who have been long 
time supporters of Jack & Jill and we thank 

them! Corporate Honoree: Britt Sikes with DEX 
Imaging, Foundation Honoree: Bank of America Foundation, and Volunteer 
Honorees: Gene & Collette Herman.  Top sponsors included the Amaturo Family 
Foundation, Inc., Bank of America and The Ryan-Palmesano Group/Merrill Lynch. 
A big thank you to Co-Chairs Cindy Cast and Barbara Ryan!

Britt Sikes, Tiffini Sikes, Dan Doyle Sr.,  
Heather Siskind, Dan Doyle Jr. 

Alfredo Aguirre, Barbara Ryan, 
Michael Ryan 

Jennifer Swercheck, Maria Meyer, 
Patty Hawk

Collette and Gene Herman

Patty Hawk

Jack and Jill’s fiscal year has just ended and I am thrilled 
to report that our Friends Board raised over $316,000 
this year. We surpassed our fundraising goal by 
$36,000. I want to thank my extraordinarily capable and 
energetic team of women as well as all of you generous 
supporters who attended all of our events this year. 
Our Flip Flops on the Dock event in April at the 
Lauderdale Yacht Club was by far the biggest success 
we have ever experienced.  

Our last event of the year, Power Lunch, was held at a new location, the Global 
Grille on September 29. This change in venue allowed us to invite more people 
comfortably in a location with outstanding acoustics, stage and sound system 
to tell the Jack and Jill story. The attendees included community leaders, 
corporate executives, and our supportive and committed friends. 

Looking to the future, our next event is Light Up Downtown on November 29 
at the Plaza on Las Olas.  It is a festive family event to welcome in the holidays.  
There is live entertainment, carnival rides and games for children as well as hors 
d’oeuvres and spirits for the adults.  We also have a beautiful new tree that will 
be lit and our special guest, Santa Claus, will also make his appearance.  Please 
come and join us as we ring in the holiday season. 

In addition to fundraising, the Friends Board is committed to working with 
the children at the center.  We started a library with a weekly story time. Our 
members volunteer as classroom buddies and organize and stock the Jack & Jill 
Boutique which includes food and clothing. Also, in conjunction with the Junior 
League, we host a Santa’s Helper Workshop for our children to select gifts for 
their parents. 

On behalf of the Friends Board and the children and families at Jack and Jill, I 
want to thank you for your support and generosity and look forward to seeing 
you at all of our events this coming year.  Please join us and don’t miss out on 
the fun!

Jack & Jill’s Kindergarten Class! 
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Stiles Corporation’s 15th Annual Light Up Downtown

Join the Friends of Jack & Jill Children’s Center on Tuesday, November 
29th for the 15th Annual Stiles Corporation Light Up Downtown at the 
Plaza on Las Olas! Get in the holiday spirit by enjoying live entertainment 
in the plaza while sipping on cocktails and sampling delicious hors 
d’eouvres provided by the Restaurant People. This event has something 
for all ages so bring the entire family as well! Children can enjoy carnival 
rides and games, a magician, a balloon artist, face painting and a visit 
with Santa. This event will be held in the plaza from 5:30 pm – 8:30 pm.  
Child Admission $15, Adult Admission $40, Family Pack $90 (2 Adults, 2 Children), VIP Admission 
$85. Don’t miss the lighting of beautifully decorated 30 foot tree! For more information regarding 
sponsorships or tickets please visit www.jackandjillcenter.org/events. 

Jack and Jill’s Children Center is honored to once 
again be accredited by the National Association 
for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). This 

ensures we are able to provide the best quality education and 
care to our children and their families. 

In the past 20 years, NAEYC has become the world’s largest 
organization working on behalf of young children. They have 
the most requirements to earn their accreditation, which has 
made them a well-recognized organization for the approval of 
high-quality early childhood education programs. To receive this 
accreditation Jack and Jill had to undergo an extensive 4 step 
process: 1) Self-assess our programs to confirm we align with 
the 10 NAEYC Early Childhood Program Standards; 2) programs 
submit an application and determine a time frame for completing a formal self-assessment report; 
3) programs must meet all fundamental licensing, staffing, health, and safety requirements must 
be met byall programs; 4) and finally, an on-site observation of the center by NAEYC assessors 
determine if the program meets all 10 NAEYC standards. In order to do so each program must 
achieve at least 80% of criteria to receive accreditation. 

“We are all so excited and honored to receive NAEYC re-accreditation. An effort like this takes a 
team of employees, families and community members working together to provide a quality start 
in a young child’s life. Our mission is built on providing quality care and all children deserve an 
environment in which they can thrive and learn and grow and feel loved. We will continue to build 
upon this foundation and continue to provide the very best learning environment for our children. 
Together we can change a life.” - LeVorn Swanson, Program Director 

Quality Matters

Jack & Jill is Looking Forward To...

Spreading Holiday Cheer 

Jack & Jill Students!

Family Fun! We love Light Up Downtown! And to All a Good Night! 
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Foundation Spotlight: 
The A.D. Henderson Foundation 
Jack & Jill Children’s Center has enjoyed a long partnership with The A.D. 
Henderson Foundation. This past year, the foundation awarded Jack & Jill a grant 
to support our quality Early Childhood Program along with a new Social-Emotional 
Intelligence Initiative.

The foundation was established in 1959 by Alexander and Lucy Henderson to 
improve the lives of children through education. In their own words, the A.D. 
Henderson Foundation “supports early learning and strives to improve the quality 
of education for children ages birth to five.” Jack & Jill is fortunate to partner with 
a foundation with a mission that closely matches its own.

This year, Jack & Jill was able to launch a brand new Social-Emotional Intelligence 
Initiative by introducing the MindUP curriculum to our program. MindUP is based 
in cognitive neuroscience, positive psychology, and mindfulness training. Through 
MindUP children are learning about their brains, their emotions and practice taking 
“Brain Breaks” daily. MindUP has a proven track record and is known to impact 
children in the following ways: 90% of children improve in their ability to get along 
with and work well with others; 82% of children were more optimistic; 75% of 
children had more impulse control and less reactivity; 81% of children enhanced 
their self-concept, self-regulation and self-management. In essence, through 
MindUP children become more optimistic, learn to think more clearly under 
pressure, improve in their communication skills, are less likely to resort to bullying 
or aggression and are more likely to practice conflict resolution with their peers.

“When I think of A.D. Henderson, I think of a partner who recognizes quality. They 
fund innovative programs that help children have a fair start in the world,” says 
Heather Siskind, Executive Director of Jack & Jill.  Committed partners like the 
A.D. Henderson Foundation allow Jack & Jill to continue our work of nurturing 
children’s hearts and minds. We are forever grateful.

Give a Gift, Change a Life
Planned Giving is the integration of personal, financial, and 
estate planning goals for lifetime or testamentary charitable 
giving. It creates opportunities for both donors and Jack & Jill 
Children’s Center. Determining what gift is right for you is just 
as important as making the gift. There are many options from 
which you can choose including: wills and bequests; charitable 

gift annuity; and charitable remainder trust. 
The correct plan for you balances what 
you wish to accomplish for yourself, your 
family, and your charitable interests in your 
overall estate and financial plans. Please call 
Chelsea Wagner, Business Development 
Manager at 954-463-8772 x 217.
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Jack & Jill Children’s Center wants to welcome our new corporate partners to our program: Publix 
Charities, Marrinson Senior Care Residences and Spring Chicken. As a member of the Corporate 
Partners Program, you are demonstrating your commitment to this community as well as your vision for 

making early childhood education and support services for low-
income, working families a priority in Broward County. Every day, 
the children and families at Jack & Jill are growing and thriving 
due to your generosity. 

One new Corporate Partner we would like to extend a special 
thank you to is Spring Chicken. In the four short months they 
have been open, they have hosted their grand opening event in 
partner with Jack & Jill giving 
portions of the proceeds back 
to the center. In August they 
supported our Change the 
Odds fundraising campaign 
by having 2 piggy banks set 
up at their restaurant with 
information about Jack & Jill 

for their patrons to donate. They ended up raising over $300. This has 
helped us grow our presence in the Broward County area and we are 
very excited to see what our future partnership with Spring Chicken 
will bring for both parties. 

Thank you to all of our current Corporate Partners; the children, 
families and staff of Jack & Jill Children’s Center appreciate your 
ongoing support!  

Corporate Partners Spotlight

For every $1 invested in high-quality preschool, 
taxpayers save an average of $7 in future costs due 
to reductions in remedial education costs, increased 

labor productivity, and a reduction in crime.

Children born into poverty are 70% more likely to 
be arrested for a violent crime by the age of 18, and 

40% more likely to become a teen parent.

At-risk children can start kindergarten as much as 18 
months behind their peers. Many of these children never 
catch up, and children who do not read well by 3rd grade 

are four times more likely to drop out of school.

Children who attend quality early childhood education 
programs have greater access to health care and 

improved physical health, receive better dental care, 
and exhibit healthier nutritional practices.

Grand Opening of Spring Chicken

Some of the Jack & Jill girls enjoying delicious 
eats at Spring Chicken

Did You Know:
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It is Jack & Jill Children’s Center’s mission to break the cycle of poverty for children of high need working 
families through quality early childhood education and family strengthening programs.

Upcoming Events
Fall Festival 
Saturday, October 29, 2016 10:00am-1:00pm 
Join the children and families at Jack & Jill for games, crafts, “Trunk-or-Treating”, 
and other fun fall activities! Contact Megan Maier 954.463.8772 ext.255 or  
mmaier@jackandjillcenter.org for more information. 

Cocktails for Humanity 
Saturday October 29, 2016 6pm-11pm 521 NW 1st Ave, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
Sip for a good cause at FAT Village Art Walk. The mission of this amazing non-profit 
is to give back to other non-profits, and to have a little fun in the process. 100% of 
proceeds from this evening will benefit Jack & Jill Children’s Center, so  stop by with 
friends, have some refreshments, and support the kids! 

Chop vs Chomp 
What colors do you bleed? This 3 week online fundraising challenge kicking off on October 27 through 
November 17 is between rival schools FSU and UF. Donate toward your team’s fundraiser to support 
the children of Jack & Jill. The team that raises the most will have their Alma Mater’s colors light up the 
Bank of America Las Olas building the entire week leading up to the big game.
A “Reveal Party” will take place on Thursday, November 17th at Vibe Las Olas from 5:30-8:00pm. 
$20 per ticket includes two drinks + appetizers. Donate and purchase tickets online at  
www.ChopvsChomp.com or at the door. Stand behind your team and support the kids and families at 
Jack & Jill! 
Harvest Social 
Wednesday, November 9, 2016 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
Join the Friends of Jack & Jill Children’s Center for a Fall Happy Hour at Chima Brazilian Steakhouse. 
Proceeds will go towards providing Thanksgiving meals for our families!  Contact Jennifer Swercheck 
954.463.8772 x 206 or jswercheck@jackandjillcenter.org for more information.

Don’t miss our Fall  
Festival October 29th!


