
Our families at Jack & Jill come in all shapes and sizes. One family that is very dear to our 
hearts is headed by Grandpa Willie, who came to Jack & 
Jill two years ago with his one year old granddaughter. 
Sadly, his daughter had passed away during child birth 
due to complications. So he and his wife did the right 
thing and decided to care for their grandbaby, A’Mira. 
Within that year, his wife also passed away and he found 
himself alone with a one year old little girl. And it had 
been a long time since he’d been a dad. Not only that, 
because of the difficulties during child birth, they were 
afraid that A’Mira would have health complications as 
well.
This is when he came to Jack & Jill. Our Social Worker 
Ashley became, as he called her, his “Angel.” She 
helped him set up doctors’ appointments and made 

referrals for therapeutic 
services. She not only 
offered her support, but 
actually went to appointments with him. Grandpa Willie 
expressed, 
“Jack and Jill did wonders for us. Through surgery, you 
helped A’Mira get her legs straight and working. You 
made her happy every day. Everybody at Jack & Jill is 
great – the staff, teachers, everybody.”
We are happy to say that A’Mira is now a flourishing three 
year old that is walking, talking and playing with all her 
friends at Jack & Jill. When asked how she felt about Jack 
& Jill, A’Mira exclaimed, 
“I feel happy because I got a good education!!” 
We are also happy to announce that Grandpa is 
confidently taking good care of his precious little one.
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There is lots of excitement in the air as Jack & Jill Children’s Center kicks off 
our 73rd school year!

Jack & Jill has been focusing on 
creating community partnerships 
and has brought in some additional 
services that have opened doors and 
allowed new opportunities for our 
children and families.

Jack & Jill has always been a 
magical place but we are taking it 
to the next level. We are proud to 
announce that we have established our first ever 
After School Program open to all students in school up to the 
age of 12 years old. This program helps to continue the relationships we 
have established and the work that we do with our children and families.   

In addition, we are creating more opportunities and services by partnering 
with groups that provide speech, occupational, and physical therapies for 
our children and agencies that provide Infant Mental Health Counseling and 
Behavioral Support. Read more on page three to learn more!

Jack & Jill is not only offering new programs for our children, but for our 
parents as well, with our updated Parenting Classes as a part of our Family 
Strengthening Program. This ten-week program is open to all Jack & Jill 
parents and covers topics such as positive discipline, communication, child 
development, stress management, and building self-worth in children. 

While these new opportunities are currently underway, we have more 
exciting news to share – Jack & Jill has been selected by Leadership Broward 
to remodel and create a space that will be our new Family Resource Room. 
We look forward to this partnership and are excited about creating this new 
space for our families. 

With all our wonderful new updates and opportunities, we would love for 
you to visit the Center and see the changes firsthand.  Remember, our doors 
are always open to our friends!
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Empowering Our Parents
Into Employment
Jack & Jill just completed the first series in our Family Strengthening Program of the year: Employment 
Empowerment Series. This six-week class, which is open to all Jack & Jill parents at no cost, covered all the 
essential skills needed to assist in finding a job or obtaining a better one. Topics included career inventory, 

resume writing, job search strategies such as using job boards and 
LinkedIn, interview preparation and techniques, motivation, using 
one’s unique skills, attitude and work ethic. The series also allowed 
attendees to receive expert advice on perfecting their resume and 
interviewing skills. 

Like all of Jack & Jill’s Family Strengthening Programs, a community 
business has taken it 
upon themselves to 
help teach our parents 
the chosen topics.  

This particular series is 
taught by Citrix Systems, 

Inc. Citrix is an American multinational software company founded 
in 1989 that provides server, application and desktop virtualization, 
networking, software-as-a-service, and cloud computing technologies. 
We were able to speak with Citrix Project Coordinator and Talent 
Acquisition, Ashley Clark, to find out what volunteering means to her. 
Ashley explained,

 “Enriching. Evolving. Inspiring. One of the best feelings is when you teach something and you have a participant 
say “I never thought of it that way” or “I’m so glad you shared this information.” 

When we further discussed volunteering, we could not agree more with what Ashley said in regards to allowing 
Citrix employees to volunteer – 

“Volunteering allows employees to gain new life experiences and insight. It can be one of the most rewarding 
experiences and truly represents the culture here at Citrix.” 

Jack & Jill thanks Citrix and all their volunteers for all their hard work and dedication to 
helping our parents learn an abundant amount on Employment Empowerment!

Jack and Jill is proud to announce that our ten-week Parent Enrichment Program, recently 
received a new updated curriculum that is currently in progress. This course program covers positive discipline, 
communication, child development, stress management, and building self-worth in children. Make sure you don’t 
miss out on our next course: Financial Literacy Series starting in January! 

Jack & Jill Parents Making a Difference
We are proud to announce that two of our parents, Ashley Davis and Kenickay Prendergast, are now Parent 
Representatives for the Early Learning Coalition of Broward County. Both Davis and Prendergast have children 
in our Early Childhood Program and After School Program. They have been actively involved in our Family 
Strengthening Program and have participated in the education classes. Davis says she is “very excited to be 
sitting on the Board as a parent,” and continues that “it gives parents a chance to be heard and offer a parent’s 
perspective.”

Our Curriculum Supervisor, Magda DeMauro is the Private Provider Representative to the Early Learning 
Coalition of Broward County. DeMauro is happy to have Jack & Jill parents join the board saying “it is my honor 
and privilege to be working with our parents to make a positive impact on Early Childhood Education in Broward 
County.”

Jack & Jill parents attending 
Employment & Career Empowerment 

Jack & Jill parents hard at work!
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Message from the Friend’s 
Board President:

Patty Hawk

The fall season is underway and as of October 1, 
2015, I am now the President of the Friend’s Board.   
I want to thank Kim Flynn for doing a phenomenal 
job overseeing all the events over the past two 
years that were extraordinarily successful.  Her 
leadership has left me with a very dedicated, 
enthusiastic and talented group of women who 
are just a lot of fun to work with.  Our meetings are always full of 
energy and commitment that promise a great year.

The 14th Annual Power Lunch last month was one of the most successful 
ever with a sellout crowd and the most money raised EVER at this event. 
Looking ahead, the Friends of Jack & Jill will be hosting the Harvest 
Social next month with the details to follow, and Light Up Downtown 
on December 1st.  We are raising the bar for Light Up Downtown 2015 
by including more children’s rides, more talent on stage and increased 
benefits for higher priced tickets.  I sincerely hope that many of you can 
join us for a festive kick-off of the Holiday Season!

I have been involved with Jack & Jill for nine years in many different 
capacities and can truthfully say that the organization feels more dynamic 
than ever.  The growth potential is vast and I am thrilled to be taking on 
this role as Friend’s Board President at this exciting time.

My best wishes to Jack & Jill and all of its supporters,

Friend’s 
Board of Directors
2015-2016 Officers
Patty Hawk
President
Rebecca Shriner
President-Elect
Marie Hansen
V.P. Fund Development
Sally Beach
V.P. Membership
Sue Wagner
Secretary
Becca Hill
Treasurer
Kim Flynn
Immediate Past President
Directors
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Allison Brown
Liz Caldwell
Cindy Cast
Katie Coningsby
Kim Curry
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Debra Desiderio
Amanda Doering
Francis Duhe
Nancy Edison
Karmen Elwazir
Heather Geronemus
Kathryn Glenewinkel
Madeline Halmos
Anne Hilmer
Paige Hyatt
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Lynne McGrath
Taylor McGrath
Sue O’Malley
Marisa Olive
Megan Patena
Nancy Peterson
Emma Pfister
Jenny Riley
Barbara Ryan
Deanna Savaglio
Kate Voltz
Patti Ward
Sheri Whittington
Pam Wiggins

Frances T. Payne
Executive Director Emeritus

It was a Success!
Power Lunch

On Thursday, September 24th, over 250 were in 
attendance at the 15th Annual Power Luncheon 
at the Lauderdale Yacht Club hosted by the 
Friends of Jack & Jill.  This year’s event honored 
three “Special Friends” to Jack & Jill including 
Corporate Honoree, Pat Ramge with Wells 
Fargo, Foundation Honoree, Noreen Salah 
Burpee and George J. Taylor, Esq. with the 

Salah Foundation, and Volunteer Honoree, Laurence Pengelly.  These individuals 
and organizations have been long time supporters of Jack & Jill and we thank 
them for their support!  Top sponsors included the Presenting Sponsor, The Sheila 
& Tibor Hollo Foundation/Florida East Coast Realty and Gold Sponsor, José Milton 
Foundation.  This event was the most successful Power Luncheon to date raising 
over $60,000.  A big thank you to Co-Chairs Cindy Cast, Heather Geronemus, 
Nancy Peterson and Sheri Whittington.  

Pat Ramge and Heather Siskind

Sheri Whittington, Cindy Cast, 
Heather Geronemus, Nancy Peterson

Austin Hollo, Sheila Hollo, Tibor 
Hollo, and Wayne Hollo

Mark Levy, George J. Taylor, Esq. 
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Stiles Corporation’s 14th Annual Light Up Downtown

Join the Friends of Jack & Jill Children’s Center on Tuesday, December 1st 
for the 14th Annual Stiles Corporation Light Up Downtown at the Plaza on 
Las Olas!  The night will include hors d’eouvres and beverages sponsored 
by The Restaurant People as well as face painting, rides, games and 
activities for all ages.  Get your picture with Santa and make sure not to 
miss the magical tree lighting in the plaza!  For more information regarding 
sponsorships or tickets please visit www.jackandjillcenter.org/events.

It was an entertaining evening at the Westin 
Beach Resort in Fort Lauderdale overlooking 

the Intracoastal Waterway and the Fort Lauderdale Beach on 
Saturday, May 9th, 2015 for Flip Flops on the Rooftop.  This 
casual event, featuring relaxed tropical beach décor, drinks, 
and hors d’oeuvres was the most successful to date raising over 
$157,000 for the children and families at Jack & Jill!  Guests had 
the chance to bid on fabulous items in the live and silent auction 
while enjoying the panoramic backdrop of Fort Lauderdale.  Top 
level sponsors included Title Sponsor, Mednax, and Presenting 
Sponsor, Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson, 
P.A.  A huge thank you to Co-Chairs Sally Beach, Amanda 
Doering and Rebecca Baughman Shriner.

Flip Flops on the Rooftop

Jack & Jill is Looking Forward To...

Sue Wagner, Jerry Willenborg, Patty and Bill 
Hawk, Tricia Willenborg

Family Fun!

Jack & Jill Students!

Sue Yap, Peter Desiderio, Debra Desiderio, 
Heather and Brian Smith

Sally Beach, Rebecca Shriner, Amanda Doering

Kathryn Glenewinkel, Becca Hill, 
Paige Hyatt “We love Light Up Downtown!”
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Jack & Jill Graduates!

Friends at Jack & Jill!

Author Kelly Bennett visits 
Jack & Jill!

Foundation Spotlight: 
The Fernandez Pave the Way Foundation, Inc. 
Jack & Jill Children’s Center has enjoyed a long partnership with The Fernandez Pave 
the Way Foundation, Inc. This past year the foundation awarded Jack & Jill a $50,000 
grant to support our quality Early Childhood Program. 

The foundation was established in 2006 by Jose and Kathleen Fernandez to support 
nonprofits that provide people with the opportunity to help themselves. In their own 
words, the Fernandez Pave the Way Foundation “is committed 
to funding organizations that provide the support and the 
tools necessary, particularly through education, as a means for 
sustainable success.” Jack & Jill is honored to have the backing 
of a foundation with a vision that closely matches its own.

The Early Childhood Program at Jack & Jill provides high-quality 
early childhood education focusing on enabling children to grow 
emotionally, physically, and socially in a safe, caring environment 
using age-appropriate methods for cognitive growth. In 
addition, children are provided with two hot balanced meals 
and a snack every day, along with preventative care, including 
site immunizations, hearing, vision, and speech screenings. It 
is because of supporters like The Fernandez Pave the Way Foundation that Jack & Jill 
can continue to build a strong educational foundation for our children’s future and 
strengthen families to break the cycle of poverty.  

Ana Fernandez Buraglia, the Executive Director of the foundation, has been a friend 
and supporter over the last several years. We wish to express our sincere thanks to Ana 
and her board for their support and involvement. 

An Everlasting Gift
Planned Giving is the integration of personal, financial, and estate 
planning goals for lifetime or testamentary charitable giving. It creates 
opportunities for both donors and Jack & Jill Children’s Center. 
Determining what gift is right for you is just as important as making 
the gift. There are many options from which you can choose including: 
wills and bequests; charitable gift annuity; and charitable remainder 

trust. The correct plan for you balances what 
you wish to accomplish for yourself, your 
family, and your charitable interests in your 
overall estate and financial plans. Please call 
Maria Meyer, Director of Development at 
954-463-8772 x 203.
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Jack & Jill is proud to announce that since January 2015, we have partnered with Kids Spot, which 
provides comprehensive outpatient rehabilitative care to children, from birth to 21 years of age, who 
have physical and/or learning challenges due to illness, injury or congenital causes. Jack & Jill has 
been utilizing their speech, occupational, and physical therapy services. Kids 
Spot provides a screening tool, which is a questionnaire that is completed by all 
Jack & Jill teachers on all of their students. It is then sent back to Kids Spot to 
be assessed. Based on their findings, a student is evaluated and will receive the 
designated therapy as necessary. The therapy sessions are all done at the Center 
so that the parents do not have to have the stress of needing to leave work 
to take their children to therapy several times a week. All therapy sessions are 
covered by the child’s insurance or Medicaid. 

After one of the many sessions Kids Spot has held at the Jack & Jill Center, we were able to speak with 
one of the Speech Therapists, Ashley. When asked what helping our students and coming to Jack & Jill 
meant to her, she stated 

“I really like coming here. The [Jack & Jill] teachers do really well- I just reinforce what they do.” 

There are currently 16 students at Jack & Jill utilizing the Kids Spot services and Jack & Jill could not be 
more grateful! Annie Bouchereau, the President of Kid Spot, expressed, 

“We are honored to be a part of Jack & Jill Children’s Center. Our role as therapists is to facilitate 
education and development. We are proud that we were given this opportunity and look forward to 

achieving success with each child we work with.”

Another agency that Jack & Jill has partnered with to provide services for our children 
is Kids in Distress. In April, Jack & Jill partnered with Kids In Distress of Broward and 
Palm Beach counties (KID), which is a licensed nationally accredited agency working for 
the prevention of child abuse, preservation of the family, and the treatment of abused 
and neglected children. Kids in Distress has provided Jack & Jill with Behavioral Support 
and Infant Mental Health Counseling, which requires specialized training in order to 
work with children under three years old. These services can be provided at the Center 

or in the comfort of the family’s home. All the services provided by Kids in Distress are covered by the 
family’s insurance, Medicaid, or through a grant provided by Kids in Distress. There are currently seven 
students at Jack & Jill utilizing the Kids in Distress services. 

New Agencies Joining Forces with Jack & Jill

Corporate Partner Program Spotlight
Jack & Jill Children’s Center is thrilled to welcome four new corporate partners to our program.  We applaud 
EWM Realtors, Greenberg Traurig LLC, Leo Goodwin Foundation, and Templeton & Company. These companies 
join other corporate partners, who are willing to invest in South Florida directly impacting and improving one 
of the most important needs of our community- the stability of children and families.   We call it investment 
philanthropy because it directly affects individuals and businesses.  If businesses continue to support early 
childhood education and provide early education for all at-risk 3 and 4 year-olds starting today, by 2060 the 
nation would accrue $61 billion in revenue.

“Early childhood development is the compelling economic, social and moral issue of our time. It helps provide 
all children with the opportunity they deserve to develop their natural abilities. It is also the most effective way 
to build the workforce and customer base we need. Investing in young children’s healthy development is a 
financial and social imperative for any country.” 

–John Pepper, Former Procter & Gamble CEO



Jack and Jill is proud to announce that we have 
a new After School Program! Our past graduates 
and new friends up to age 12, join us after their 
school day, from 2:00-6:00pm, for homework 
help, snack time 
and frequent 
field trips.  The 
program does 
accept School 
Readiness funding. 
This program 
is available for 
after school, 
early release 
days, non-school 
days and holidays. 
Transportation is 
provided from select schools. Please contact 
Kathy Capobianco at 954.463.8772 ext. 218, 
or kcapobianco@jackandjillcenter.org, for more 
details or to enroll your child today! 
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Jack & Jill’s Brand New  
After School Program!

It is Jack & Jill Children’s Center’s mission to break the cycle of poverty for children of low-income, working 
families in Broward County through quality early childhood education and family strengthening services.

Students Arriving for the  
After School Program

Upcoming Events
Harvest Social

Thursday, October 29, 2015 5:30-7:30pm 
Join us for a Fall Happy Hour at S3 to raise money and 

purchase Thanksgiving meals for our families! 
Contact Jennifer Swercheck 954.463.8772 ext.206 or 

jswercheck@jackandjillcenter.org for more information. 

Fall Festival
Saturday November 14, 2015 10:00am-12:00pm 
Join the children and families at Jack & Jill for a  

day of games, crafts and other fall activities! 
Contact Jennifer Swercheck 954.463.8772 ext.206 or 

jswercheck@jackandjillcenter.org for more information. 

Chop vs Chomp
Wednesday, November 18, 2015 6:00-8:00pm 

Come find out which team raised the most  
funds to have their Alma Mater’s colors light up the 

Bank of America Plaze at Las Olas Building! 
Support your team online!

 
Light Up Downtown

Tuesday, December 1, 2015 5:30-8:30pm 
The spirit of the holidays will come alive at The Plaza 
on Las Olas complete with holiday inspired activities!


