
Community Partnership Spotlight
We couldn’t be more excited that co-founders of Luc&Lou, Kelly Meyer & Amanda 
Dubin, chose Jack & Jill as their charity of choice for their first official Giveback. Kelly 
Meyer expressed, 
“I actually fell in love with 
Jack & Jill when I was a 
high school volunteer at the 
Center.  It made so much 
sense for Luc&Lou to pay it 
forward to the babies who 
started me on this journey.” 
Luc&Lou is an infant apparel 
company that makes 
adorable and affordable 
onesies. Inspired greatly by 
their work in the NICU at 
Broward General Hospital, 
their company’s core value 
is based on the one-for-one 
business model; for every 
onesie purchased, Luc&Lou 
will donate a new onesie to a 
baby in need. On August 8th, 
the Luc & Lou team visited 
Jack & Jill to not only give back to their community but to also experience the joy in 
doing so. Amanda explains, 
“The most rewarding experience since the launch of Luc&Lou was our first giveback at 
Jack & Jill. There is nothing that makes us happier than being able to share smiles with 
all those precious babies. There was so much love that filled the room, it confirmed that 
we are doing exactly what we were meant to do.” 
Luc & Lou continues to stay connected with Jack & Jill through various events and 
volunteer opportunities. A truly extraordinary company built on a foundation of 
exceptional principles. 
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It’s the most wonderful time of the year!
A time to reflect, give thanks, share with others and 
prepare for the New Year. 
As we prepare for the holiday season we must 
remember that gratefulness is not just a word, 
it’s a way of life. It changes the way we view the 
world, but more importantly changes us. 
Jack & Jill is a magical place. A place filled with life and 
love to last a lifetime. A place where families are striving to provide their 
children with an education for the betterment of their futures. It is a place 
where teachers not only inspire children with their holistic approach to 
learning, but also with their love and kindness. It is a place where endless 
hugs are daily confirmations of the good in the world. It is a place of 
opportunity and hope. 
It takes a community; a community made up of individuals who because of 
their willingness to give are changing the lives of the children and families 
we care for. Individuals like you. We are thankful for our volunteers and 
contributors and would not be able to make an impact on our families 
without your support. The children and families at Jack & Jill are everyday 
reminders of how indebted we are for your active participation in the Jack 
& Jill community. 
Life is a gift. How you use your life matters. Everyday our parents are 
working hard to become self-sufficient to provide their children with 
the future they deserve and we could not be more proud and moved to 
witness these little miracles every day.  

Thank you for being a part of the Jack and Jill Children’s Center family. 
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Families Moving Forward
Kimberly Graham’s 2 year-old, Javion, has been attending Jack & Jill since July 2014. 
As soon as Javion started, Kimberly became actively involved in the Parent Enrichment 

Program, our 10 week parenting class. During one of the 
parenting classes, the instructors were talking about the 
importance of parents taking care of themselves in order to 
take better care of their children. During the discussion, one 
of the instructors, Belinda, shared that she found a lump in 
her neck a few years ago that turned out to be thyroid cancer. 
Fortunately, through surgery and radiation, she is now cancer 
free. This prompted Kimberly to open up and share that she 
had a lump in her throat that she had been ignoring and hadn’t 
gotten checked. During the class, the instructors and other 
students encouraged her to get it checked out. Belinda helped 
Kimberly find a doctor and supported her through the process. 
When Kimberly went to the doctor, they found a cyst that 
was removed on October 1st. She is recovering well from the 
surgery and is thankful that the parenting instructors and other 
parents gave her the courage she needed to go to the doctor 
and take care of herself.

In addition, on September 21st Kimberly’s stove caught on 
fire. Fortunately, the family was able to stop the fire without 
any injuries, but there was still damage in the kitchen, and 
most of the family’s food had to be thrown away. Because of 
the Center’s Food & Clothing Bank and Emergency Assistance 

Fund, Jack & Jill was able to step in by providing canned goods and grocery store gift cards for 
additional groceries. Kimberly was so grateful for the assistance and expressed, 

“I am happy that I chose Jack and Jill for my son to attend. My son is now talking more, counting, 
and always coming home happy. I also attended a parenting class with Ms. Jeanette Johnson and Ms. 
Belinda Knots. The class taught me how to become an even better parent. Ms. Jeanette and Ms. Belinda 
were excellent and very passionate about every topic we discussed. I had an incident where my kitchen 
caught fire, and I informed Jack & Jill about the incident. Ms. Jeanette helped me a lot. She gave me 
food from the food bank and also gift cards to help out with grocery for my family. I really appreciate 
that a lot. I am glad to call Jack & Jill my extended family.”

Message from the Board President and 
Executive Director:

Kimberly Graham & her two year old son, Javion



4

Message from the Friend’s 
Board President:

Kim Flynn

The holiday season has arrived! A time to be thankful 
for all of our many blessings.  A time to reach out and 
share those blessings with others.  A time to think of 
all the good we can accomplish starting in our own 
backyards.
The Friends of Jack and Jill are dedicated to raising 
funds for the children and families at the center.  This fall 
we hosted our 13th Annual Power Lunch honoring Keith Arnold and BB&T 
raising almost $50,000! Our Harvest Social was held at Fork and Balls with 
one of our best turnouts yet. On December 2nd, over 500 attendees came 
out to our 13th Annual Light Up Downtown at the Plaza on Las Olas. We are 
looking forward to Flip Flops on the Rooftop in the spring.  These fun and 
social events are an integral part in our fundraising and we cannot thank you 
enough for your participation.
Throughout this next year, the Friends Board’s primary focus will be on 
expanding membership to prospective community members.  When you join 
Friends you are helping an at-risk family.  You are helping break the cycle 
of poverty for our children by giving them the high-quality early childhood 
education they deserve. You are helping provide a strong family foundation.
So as we head into this holiday season we encourage you to continue to 
share in the commitment of the staff and many volunteers at Jack and Jill 
Children’s Center.  Join us in supporting a cause that makes a difference in 
the lives of a community of children and families. I promise you will be glad 
you did.
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Power Lunch
On Tuesday, September 30th over 
230 people were in attendance at the 
13th Annual Power Luncheon where 
they paid tribute to Jack & Jill’s 2014 
“Special Friend” Keith Arnold, Senior 
Vice President at BB&T.  BB&T has 
been a longtime supporter of Jack & 
Jill Children’s Center and many other 

great causes in the community. Guests attending this luncheon received 
a special visit by Jack & Jill children who recited their daily “kindness 
pledge.” This year’s Power Luncheon was the most successful in its 13 year 
history raising almost $50,000! Co-chairs for this event were Cindy Cast and 
Heather Geronemus.

Mary Thomas, Dr. Patrick Taylor, Keith Arnold, Alé 
Arnold, and Jack & Jill children. 

Liz Caldwell and Neki Mohan Josh Urbanski, Jessica Urbanski, Heather 
Geronemus, and Dr. Patrick Taylor

Gene Herman, Marilyn Johnston, and 
Charlie Menefee



 5

Stiles Corporation’s 13th Annual Light Up Downtown

On Tuesday, December 2nd more than 500 attendees gathered at the Plaza on 
Las Olas for the 13th Annual “Light Up Downtown!”  Guests enjoyed holiday 
music, appetizers and cocktails sponsored by The Restaurant People while children 
participated in activities including face painting, rides, magicians, games, and a visit 
with Santa. Co-Chairs for this event were Kathryn Glenewinkel, Becca Hill, Paige Hyatt, 
Lynne McGrath and Ashley Porch. 

More than 200 volunteers from UnitedHealthcare, Jack & Jill Children’s Center, 
organizers from KaBOOM! and residents of the Fort Lauderdale community joined 

forces on Saturday, December 6th, to give kids the 
childhood they deserve by building a new playground at 
Jack and Jill Children’s Center. This project took place 
in less than 6 hours!  The design was created using Jack 
& Jill student drawings to give children the playground 
of their dreams. A huge thank you to our volunteers 
and contributors who made all of this possible: Stiles 
Corporation, the Herman family, Habitat for 
Humanity, the Friends Board, Young Professionals 
of Jack & Jill, and our Youth Engagement Co-
Chairs, Suzie Camp and Molly Dudas. A special 
thank you to our wonderful Project Director, Michele Caruso, for the endless hours 
she spent preparing to make the KaBOOM! playground possible.  

Partners Join Forces to Create a New 
Playground at Jack and Jill Children’s Center

Michele Caruso, Project Director

Patty Hawk, Kim Flynn, Rebecca 
Baughman Shriner

Debutante Volunteers Ashley and Ben PorchDancing the Night Away!
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Spooktacular Fall Festival
The Young Professionals of Jack & Jill hosted the Spooktacular Fall Festival 
on Saturday, October 18th, 2014 from 10:00am-1:00pm at Jack & Jill. The 

festival included craft stations, a dunk tank, a bounce house, 
and various activities. “This was our 1st Fall Festival, but we plan on 
making this an annual tradition. It really gave the Young Professionals 
group a chance to have a hands-on experience with our children and 
families,” expressed Jennifer Swercheck, Development Manager and 
Young Professional Co-Director. Thank you to our generous sponsors: 
Broward Bank of Commerce, Jimmy 
Johns, Genesis Consulting Partners, 
LLC., Luc & Lou, Junior League of 
Greater Fort Lauderdale, Mike & Jacki 

Crosby, Jessica & Josh Urbanski, Michele & Jim Caruso, 
and Taylor McGrath.

Corporate Partner Program Spotlight
Jack & Jill staff and children would like to give a big hug to 

our new Corporate Partner, City Furniture. City Furniture 
has also helped renovate our library by donating two 
brand new couches for the space. This generous 
contribution has made our library a more comfortable 
and welcoming place offering Jack & Jill children and 

families a cozy place to read and learn everyday.

Cherry Bekaert employees volunteered painting 
bookshelves and sprucing up the playground.

Fifth Third Bank brought their eBus to the Center. The 
eBus offered our families, staff, and community members 
an opportunity to learn about credit scores, self-
sufficiency programs, budgeting and Job-Link services. 
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Benefits of participating in support groups may include:

• Feeling less lonely, isolated or judged

• Gaining a sense of empowerment and control

• Improving your coping skills and sense of adjustment

• Talking openly and honestly about your feelings

• Reducing stress or anger

• Developing a clearer understanding of what to expect 
and how to deal with your situation

• Getting practical advice or information about treatment 
options

Parent Support Group

Planned Giving is the integration of personal, financial, 
and estate planning goals for lifetime or testamentary 
charitable giving. It creates opportunities for both 
donors and Jack & Jill Children’s Center. Determining 
what gift is right for you is just as important as making 
the gift. There are many options from which you can 
choose including: wills and bequests; charitable gift 
annuity; and charitable remainder trust. The correct 
plan for you balances what you wish to accomplish 
for yourself, your family, and your charitable interests 
in your overall estate and financial plans. Please call 
Maria Meyer, Director of Development at 954-463-8772 x203.

Planned Giving

Understanding how to manage stress and anger can help prevent 
serious health problems such as heart disease, depression, and 
high blood pressure. The Pursuit of Happiness Support Group’s 
purpose is to inform and educate parents on how to manage 
stress, especially in disputes with coworkers and loved ones. 
Throughout this 5-week course, parents will strive to manage stress 
and anger by discussing their personal experiences. The Support 
Group is led by Ashley Riggs, Family Support Specialist, along with 
Jennifer Buret and Sara Winkler, Social Worker Interns, who are 
trained in facilitating group discussions in this field. This support 
group provides a safe environment in which parents can express 
themselves without judgment. “I believe that it is so important for 
parents to maintain the bonds and support that they initially receive 
when joining this group. The Support Group provides them with 
a safe place where they can interact with other parents that are 
dealing with similar situations. 
This has been such a rewarding 
experience to watch parents 
grow in their communication 
with not only their children, 
but also other Jack 
& Jill parents.”

Ashley Riggs, Family Support Specialist



The William R. Watts Foundation, Inc. has supported 
Jack & Jill’s Scholarship Program for over 10 years. 
Through these charitable contributions, families are 
able to send their children to school at Jack & Jill to 
receive the educational, social, and emotional support 
they deserve. Paul Daly, Watts Foundation Board 
Member, visits with 
the children every 
year and says “The 
success of the Jack 
and Jill program is 
written on the faces 
of the children.”
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Save paper!
If this newsletter is
addressed to people
who no longer work
at your office or if
you would prefer to
receive an electronic
version, please
email: moreinfo@
jackandjillcenter.
org to update our
mailing list.

Foundation Spotlight

Jack & Jill Children’s Center helps to break the cycle of poverty for children of low-income working families
in Broward County through family-oriented child care services and family intervention and support.

Holiday Fund Drive
Please help support Jack & Jill 

families during this holiday season.

$25 will provide a Jack & Jill child with  
sheets and a blanket for nap time.

$100 will provide a Jack & Jill infant 
with baby formula and diapers for 
two weeks.

$250 will provide a classroom with 3            
hot meals for a week.

$500 will cover tuition costs for a 
child for one month.

Holiday Fund Drive envelope, page 4.

Paul Daly and Jack & Jill children


